
UPDATE FROM THE DRY FOREST OF NORTHERN PERU 
 
About a month ago I sent an urgent email out trying to raise the funds to go to Peru to fit a wild female bear 
named ‘Laura’ with a GPS collar.  This young female has allowed us to observe her in the wild for extended 
periods, and has therefore provided us with more insight into the seasonal movement of other bears in the dry 
forest.  During the rainy season we were unable to locate her for almost two months and our fear is that she and 
other bears may have travelled into an area unprotected by the cattle ranchers and where mining and hunting is an 
imminent threat.  
  
Javier and Jose observed this female again in July and throughout most of August. With the news of her return, 
and thanks to the financial support of many of you, I was able to raise $1700 of the $3000 necessary to purchase 
the supplies to immobilize bears.  With these funds and a little help from my wonderful visa card I was able to 
meet our Peruvian field team in Chiclayo by August 27.  We were also joined by Joe Pontecorvo (BEARTREK's 
producer and director of photography) and John Taylor (board member); who travelled to Peru to film this 
charismatic bear prior to being fitted with a GPS collar. 
 
Unfortunately, five days before we all arrived, the bear moved on to another feeding site.  With the huge rain fall 
this year, most of the overo plants lost their leaves and fruit prematurely due to a mould that effected plants at 
low elevations.  As a result, there were only two feeding sites in her core home range that had fruits; when we 
arrived she was at neither of them. It didn’t look promising, we hiked around most of her core home range and 
there was little fresh sign. She was not even showing up on any of the remote camera traps at the water holes she 
so frequently uses.  The team was getting tired and we were all beginning to feel the pressure, there was not 
much time before Joe and I had to return home. We decided to move outside of ‘Lauras’ core range to a valley 
where we had seen some bear sign earlier in the month. There was a small temporary water hole left over from 
the rainy season, but it was only a matter of days before it dried up. It was Joe’s last day; he and Jose left our 
camp at 2:00am to get to the water hole by 6:00am. To their surprise, sure enough, Laura showed up at the water 
hole by 9:40 am. Joe was able to capture amazing footage of this wild Andean bear behaving as she would if she 
were alone.  She played with branches, had her mid-day siesta, drank from the water hole, climbed trees, and 
even tried to join Joe and Jose beneath the sapote tree until she nearly walked into the camera.  We are so thrilled 
that there is now real WILD footage of this amazing species that accurately portrays their true playful and curious 
nature. We hope that Wildlife Media will be joining us again in January to film the other wild Andean bears we 
have been studying.  Our hope is that this film will help bring awareness about this species to the rest of the 
world.  Thanks again to Wildlife Media for their continuous encouragement and support! 
 
After two exhausting weeks in the field things began to look more promising; we knew the possibility that this 
female bear would return to the water hole was high. We built a small observation platform approximately 8 
meters from the drinking hole. We covered the sitting area with branches and camouflaged tarps. We had our dart 
gun loaded with one full dart and two ready to go depending on the size of bear that arrived.  At 6:30am three 
days after arriving to this site Laura finally returned. We were both a little anxious, but she took her time 
approaching the water hole.  It gave us enough time to locate the laser dot on her back end.  As the dart gun 
rested on the branch we placed  for support, we fired the dart and it hit her exactly where we wanted it to.  She 
jumped a little,  looked at the dart sticking out of her back end,  licked it a few times and then returned to the 
water hole to drink again. This gave us enough time to load the second dart. She jumped and quickly walked 
away from the water hole.  We followed her until she was down, which only took about 7 minutes. She was 
immobilized for about 45 minutes.  We put on the collar and took her measurements which were smaller then we 
had imagined. She weighed only 37kilos and her neck size was only 41cm, fortunately, we were able to cut more 
holes in the collar.    I am very pleased with the method used to immobilize this bear; while collaring a bear is 
invasive, the dart gun limits the amount of stress inflicted on the bear before it is immobilized. While the drugs 
took affect she remained calm until the last few minutes where she lay down in some brush.  During the 
immobilization her body was relaxed, she experienced no spasms, vomiting, convulsions or other negative side 
effects. Once she awoke she walked straight back to her core range which was another 4 valley’s to the east and 



800 meters higher in elevation.  She has remained in the vicinity for the last week and was observed yesterday 
feeding on passio tree, cactus, and honey. This is the first time we have observed her pulling bee hives from the 
rocks. Already the GPS collar has provided us with valuable data. 
 
Our original plan was to collar in November, however, after receiving our permits from the Peruvian government 
at the end of July we just couldn’t wait. Within five weeks of receiving these permits our young female became 
the first Peruvian Andean bear to be fitted with a collar. To our knowledge it is also the first WILD Andean bear 
to be captured and released with a with a GPS collar.  This would not have been possible without the support and 
hard work from all of you. A special thanks goes to Annie Mize for purchasing the dart gun for us. THANK 
YOU! 
 
While we were searching for bears to immobilize and film, our remote cameras continued to take photos. We 
have identified two new bears (new total = 18) and two new species including possum and wild bore (thought to  
have been extirpated almost 20 years ago).  We will use the data from these cameras combined with data 
collected from our future observational study to test the feasibility of observations/cameras as methods for 
deriving reliable population estimates (mark-resight).  In order to maintain this project, I will be putting more 
emphasis on fundraising over the next few months. We have used all our current funds but will continue to do 
what it takes to keep this project running. I would like to give a special thanks to Jose Vallejos who has worked 
extremely hard with no monetary benefit. In my bias opinion Jose and Javier Vallejos are by far the most 
dedicated conservationists in Peru, none of this would be possible without their passion for ANDEAN BEARS! 
 
Thank you! 
 
Waiting for bear to arrive at water hole                     Javier and I practicing 

  
6:40am young female immobilized          7:30am wakening up 

  
 



Slowly leaving immobilization site                                   

  
 
 
Looking tired but feeling very excited!        Chris (known bear) at camera trap 

  
 
 
New bear #1                                                                    New bear #2 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We are happy we bought bear boxes, this is the female bear we just collared pulling a camera down! 

 
 

 
We took a little holiday to get to know a little more of Peru before I returned to Canada 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!   


