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Welcome to 
Monterrey, Nuevo 

Leon, Mexico!
Population 5-7 million, 

and growing!

In 2007, the IBA held it’s 18th International 
Conference on Bear Research & Management just 2 

hours south of the U.S. border, in another North 
American country…



Most guests arrived by plane, 
but some were adventurous 

enough to cross by ground at 
the famous Rio Grande



While guests lodged at 
several hotels nearby and in 
the downtown area, many 

enjoyed walking to the 
CINTERMEX conference 
center via the Santa Lucia 

Riverwalk, a special feature 
created for the UNESCO 

Forum on Cultures

The Forum provided special 
events such as the Isis and 

the Plumed Serpent 
archeological exhibit, and the 

Artesanias (crafts) exhibit 
from every state in Mexico!  
Everyone shopped ‘til they 

dropped!



Nobody seemed to complain 
about the traffic…

And some were even brave 
enough to ride in the famous 
“Eco-taxis” and walked away 

with some great stories!



We broke the ice on Sunday evening with a wonderful cocktail party at 
the Obispado Museum overlooking Monterrey



Music, wine, and good friends!



David Garza Laguera, one of 
IBA Mexico’s best friends and 
hosts, was found surrounded 

by the Martinez gals.  
Angelica (right) was the best 
event coordinator and took 
care of every detail!  Irene 
(left) was responsible for 
raising Diana (so you can 

blame her!)

Diana exhausted all of her 
cousins even before the 

conference began!  Fresia
(center) took care of 

registration and lodging.  
Wow!



Special Guests included 
Mayan royalty



On Monday morning, the 
meetings 

began…CINTERMEX 
offered the perfect 

environment



We were honored 
by the presence of 

Mexico’s finest 
governments, 

corporations, & 
universities.

We sadly watched 
Harry Reynolds say 
his last words as the 
6-year President of 

the IBA and…



…Welcomed Frank 
van Manen as our 

new President

Participants 
represented 26 

different countries 
and 7 of the 8 bear 

species



Guests listened to 55 oral presentations, and participated in a 
number of workshops on genetics, population monitoring, and 

management



Approximately 85 posters were presented, which were 
displayed on recyclable Mexican poster stands



EXPO OSO! gave 
participants time 

to view & visit 
about posters, 
and purchase 

items from over 
25 exhibitors



El Taco Buey was the 
favorite eatery, but guests 

soon found their way to 
exotic Mexican food 

restaurants where they ate 
goat’s meat and 
grasshoppers!

We spent a lot of time 
eating great Mexican food!



EXPO OSO! also included 
special exhibits on genetic 

sampling…

…and genetic defects



The Student Forum was extended into an afternoon session because too 
many people showed up for lunch and you couldn’t hear over the 

noise…what a great problem!  Attendance was over 100!

The Student Auction garnered over $2300 dollars, and was used to help 
pay for student housing and the Student Lunch.



Students from the 
Universidad Autonoma de 
Nuevo Leon, Universidad 
Autonoma de Mexico, and 

Texas A&M University-
Kingville also proved vital to 

the inner workings of the 
conference…

If you saw “lime green” you 
knew that help was near!  



Their friendly faces were 
everywhere!  



Council said good-bye to some 
faithful & familiar faces…thanks 

goes to Harry Reynolds, Joe Clark, 
Andy Derocher, John Hechtel, & 

Ole Jakob Sorensen for doing such 
a great job!

But we also welcomed a 
wonderfully diverse and 

international new Council!



Participants took a mid-week 
breather to enjoy field trips to…

Parque La Estanzuela (part of 
the black bear management 

workshop)…



Mina Archeological Site with 
Dr. William Breen Murray 

where they saw wildlife rock 
paintings and learned to 

throw the Atlatl…

…and studied the ecology of 
Croatians in the Mexican 

desert…



Picachos Private Ranch 
where they saw 6 black 

bears in the wild, and met 
ranch owner Andres Marcelo 

Sada and his wife, Pilar…







And Chipinque National Park 
where they became “bear 
biologists in the mist,” but 

had a great time 
nonetheless!





The Bear Specialist Groups 
also met and had very 
productive meetings…

Over 45 people attended 
and presented their Expert 

Team reports for 8 bear 
species…



The Conference Banquet 
took place at the beautiful 

Hacienda San Pedro.  Even 
though guests had to stand 

up in Mexican style 
transportation for what 

seemed a decade, the ride 
was worth it!

They were treated to a 
beautiful night of Mexican 
tradition and great food!







Harry Reynold’s received his 
Award of Distinguished 

Service for 6 years!

A traditional Mexican piñata 
party! 



Some guests from far away 
countries mistook the activity 

for some sort of cruel 
flogging of an innocent 

animal…

Until John Hechtel popped 
out, and everything made 

sense…(just kidding!)







All in all, the evening was magical, and IBA’ers danced to El Grupo
Tigre, and even to disco music while they stood up for the ride home 

in their buses! 



While everything on the surface seemed calm and organized…



Don’t be mistaken!  While nearly losing their sanity, the conference
organizers told Marty Obbard to “make a run for it while you can!” He 
took them literally and ran for the IBA 2012 bid and won – Ottawa here 

we come!  Until then, we’ll see you in Georgia!



Many thanks to our Sponsors!
Contributed funds totaled over $70,000 USD, and helped provide travel grants, meals, and workshop expenses for our participants.
In addition to our sponsors below, our heartfelt gratitude also goes to David Garza Laguera, Andres Marcelo Sada, Katharine 
Armstrong-Love, Caroline “Cina” Forgason, Paula Maywald, Helen Groves, Jane Burt-Lynn of the US State Department, and Tom 
Hoare of the Department of Homeland Security.  We are indebted to numerous “on the ground” helpers:  Homero Lopez Soto, 
Hector Villalon, Jorge Villareal, Jose “Pepe” Ramirez, Angelica and Fresia Pamanes, Agustin & Irene Martinez, Maria Guerra, 
Maru Rodriguez, Oscar Botello, Guillermo Palomares, Arturo May, Nahum Sanchez & team, Andy Tri, Elsa Cardenas, Ana Soler, 
and Ana Montiel.  IBA helpers were Brian Schieck, Ximena Velez, Shaenandhoa Garcia, and Andreas Zedrosser. We would also 
like to thank the many students from Texas A&M University-Kingsville, the Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo Leon, the Universidad 
Autonoma de Mexico, and the CKWRI staff for their hard work!  Thanks also to the IBA Council and the IUCN Bear Specialist 
Group for their support.  This event was a huge success because of you!

The IBA Mexico 2007 Organizing Committee


