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OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
FOR BEAR RESEARCH AND 
MANAGEMENT (IBA)

Supporting research, 
exchange, and 
collaboration in 
conservation of bears 
around the world.
The International 
Association for Bear 
Research and Management 
(IBA) is a volunteer 
organization. Donations 
to IBA’s Bear Conservation 
Fund have not been subject 
to overhead.

100% OF YOUR GIFT WENT 
DIRECTLY TO GRANTS!

Dear Donors,
 
    In March of 2017, the Bear Conservation Fund was able to fund more 
Research and Conservation Projects than ever before, a total of 14, plus one 
special grant for a tropical bear, making a total of 15.  This put us over a 
significant dollar milestone over 25 years of operation.
 
•       Over a million dollars granted ($1,059,389)

•       183 grants

•       25 years

•       8 species of bears

•       38 countries
 
    In celebration of this, and also for a new IBA website about to come 
online, I worked with a mapping expert, Ian Moore, in Anchorage to develop 
an interactive map showing all Research and Conservation Grants funded 
from 1993-2017. Here’s the site for those of you looking at this report 
electronically:
 
http://alaskamapscience.com/Bear_Conservation_Fund_Grants_Map.html
 
     Also, what was quite extraordinary is that the amount of funds requested 
from the top 14 ranked proposals ($94,298) exactly equaled the dollar 
amount available down to the last integer. The chances of that happening 
are 6740:1 (I had this worked out by a statistician). I thought this a good sign 
that we were on the right track.
 
    On behalf of the bear biologist-conservationist-manager members of the 
IBA, I would like to thank you, the donors, for making these projects a reality, 
and giving hope to our hardworking members who do so much for bears.
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    In further gratitude I would like to mention:
 
•       A very generous donor has put forwards $30,000 for a one-time tropical bear research award to for the 
         years 2017-18, plus in 2018 and 2019 this donor has additionally offered a $30,000 community-based    
         conservation grant. 
•       Another anonymous donor has funded our new website which will be online soon. 
•       A third anonymous donor provided a matching grant of $5,000. 
•       The IBA has received pro-bono consulting and strategic planning from Oliver Wyman, an international  
         consulting firm. The IBA council and membership is working with them to develop plans for stepping 
         up bear conservation and taking our work to the next level. I am excited about what this will 
         mean for bears. 
•       The IBA has just held a very successful conference in South  
         America in Quito. This is the first time we’ve been able to 
         spotlight the Andean bear, a short-faced bear, the closest 
         thing we have on this planet to the extinct short-faced bear that 
         was it’s ancestor.  

    Thank you so much for your generosity and wisdom in supporting 
these fascinating, charismatic wild creatures.
Thank you on their behalf!

Julia Bevins 
Chair, Bear Conservation Fund 

907-223-3483  |  BCF@bearbiology.com
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Andean Bear
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Experience and Exchange Grants

    There were 4 Experience and Exchange Grants offered through a proposal solicitation and 
competitive award in 2017. Each of the four recipients received $1,500. 

    Exchanges proposed by Grant Peragoodoff , Santiago Molina, Stefanie Franke and Frank van Manen 
were selected. Stay tuned because engaging reports from all exchange recipients will appear in the 
International Bear Newsletter, two in this fall’s issue.
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This reflects the funding cycle ending 
February 15th, 2017.

DONOR LIST
Thanks for their generous support
of the Bear Conservation Fund

ABR, Inc.
Anchorage Museum Association- book sales commission
Jorge Andromidas
Arkay Foundation
Lauren Attanas
Bear Tooth Theatre Pub & Grill, Anchorage
Susan and Riley Bechtel 
Julia Bevins
Bill Bivins 
Stewart Breck
Allan Brody
Christine Clark
Tony Colonnese
Laurie Ferguson Craig
John Glover
David Graber
Dale and Mary Lee Guthrie
John Hechtel
Steve Heimel
Grant Hilderbrand
Elisabeth Holmgren
Homer Bear Fund
Neville Jacobs
John Sheldon Bevins Memorial Foundation
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Nora Kelly
Diana Kendrick
Mary Keirstead
Cindy Levy
Judith & Lester Lieberman
Little Rock Zoo
WR and Margene Lloyd Jr.
Flash Lubitsh-White
Cristian Marsella
Alan Mitchell
Betsy Noyce
Karen Noyce

Joshua and Kellie Peirce
Mike Pelton
Ioan-Mihai Pop
Louise Price

Harry & Pat Reynolds,
In Memory of Fred Dean
Cheryl Rosa
Charley Rowland and Kara Aley
Amy Ruf
Ann and Wayne Russ
Jason Schmitt
Michael Schneider
Lorraine Scotson
Richard Seger
Patty Sowka
Sally Stahmann, Stahmann Farms Inc.
Helen Stahmann
Joyce Stahmann
Catherine Stevens
Sandy Stevens
Jon Swenson
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Scott Waterman
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and other generous donors who 
wish to remain anonymous

The Bear Conservation Fund would particularly like to 
thank the Anchorage Bear Committee and the Anchorage 
Downtown Community Services for a special grant of $9,293 
from the sponsorship of bear statues for an Anchorage 
“Bears on Parade” to be used for travel grants. The power 
of  academic exchange and networking for students and 
other young international bear biologists at our international 
conferences cannot be underestimated.
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The International Association for Bear Research and Management (IBA) is a non-profit 501.c3 tax-exempt 
organization open to professional biologists, wildlife managers, and others dedicated to the conservation 
of all 8 bear species. The organization has over 550 members from over 50 countries. It supports the 
scientific management of bears by funding research and distributing scientific information. The IBA 
sponsors international conferences on all aspects of bear biology, ecology, and management, supporting 
face-to-face networking and exchange of current information. The IBA also publishes Ursus, a journal of 
peer-reviewed scientific papers.  

IBA Mission Statement Goal: The goal of the International Association for Bear 
Research and Management (IBA) is to promote the conservation and restoration of 
the world’s bears through science-based research, management, and education.

About the Bear Conservation Fund

The Bear Conservation Fund (BCF) is a program of the International Association for Bear Research and 
Management (IBA), created to manage funds for IBA’s grants programs. Donations to the BCF come 
from annual charitable distributions of the John Sheldon Bevins Memorial Foundation and the Homer 
Bear Conservation Fund, an IBA donor-advised endowment, as well as from generous individual donors 
and zoos. The Bear Conservation Fund was initiated in 2004 to expand a 12-year conservation grants 
program funded by the Bevins Foundation. Now, each year the BCF brings in approximately $100,000 
that supports 10-15 Research & Conservation grants, 1-4 Experience and Exchange Grants, several 
Conference Travel Grants, and a small grant to the Action Fund of the IUCN Bear Specialist Group.

ABOUT US
 
About the International Association for
Bear Research and Management (IBA)
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NEREYDA FALCONI LOPEZ

    According to the Peruvian environmental ministry, 
14,750 km2 of Peruvian tropical forest were lost 
between 2000 and 2013 as a result of the increase in 
anthropogenic activities. Habitat loss and fragmentation 
result in negative effects for wildlife by isolating patches, 
generating edge effects, decreasing habitat quality, 
and restricting dispersion. The Andean bear is 
affected by these threats, numbers are declining, and 
conservation efforts suffer due to the current lack of 
distribution information. 

    A National Plan for Andean Bear Conservation has been recently 
accepted by the Peruvian Forest and Wildlife Service (SERFOR 
2016). Nereyda aims to update current distribution information for 
the Andean bear and have her information incorporated in this 
plan.  She will compile existing Andean bear records in a database, 
develop distribution models for the Andean bear actual and historical 
distribution, and then conduct field studies to verify the presence of 
Andean bears in potential distribution areas. 
The importance of her work for the conservation of this bear in Peru 
cannot be overstated.

photos by 
Nereyda Falconi Lopez

How important is the IBA grant to the overall success of your project? 

“I really appreciate the grant. This is the first grant for the project, so the project would not have been 
possible without it. We successfully obtained records from a previously unstudied area and recognized 
at least three different individuals. Now the camera traps are installed in our second study area and we 
could like to cover five study areas in total. The IBA is now acting as a reference, helping us procure 
additional funds.” Nereyda Falconi Lopez

RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION GRANTS FOR 2017: 15 SKETCHES

Andean bear distribution and land use change 
implications for populations in Peru



7

photos by 
Roshan Guharajan

ROSHAN GUHARAJAN

    Borneo is a stronghold for the sun bear. However, 
destruction and degradation of forest in concert with 
intense hunting pressure is putting the future of the sun 
bear and other large mammals there at risk.  Roshan 
and and his team want to understand how hunting and 
different types of logging practices are affecting sun 
bear and other large mammal distributions, both at the 
local and landscape level, within a vital part of sun bear 
range in Sabah, Malaysia. Illegal agarwood collection 
and poaching are the main cause of encroachment in 
the region, with agarwood collectors specifically a grave 
threat, since they spend many hours in the forest and can 
opportunistically poach species like sun bears that have 
commercial value.   
     Roshan and his team will employ camera trap grids 
across the whole study area.  They will also utilize the 
Spatial Monitoring and Reporting Tool (SMART) to 
patrol their study area in order monitor and deter illegal 
activities.  Their work will be conducted in partnership 
with the Sabah Forestry Department, and their results 
used in forest management planning.

How important is the IBA grant to the overall success of your project? 

“The grant has provided vital funds for our team to purchase camera traps and rations, allowing 
us to continually monitor sun bears and patrol our study area over the last year.” 
Roshan Guharajan

The effects of anthropogenic activities on sun 
bears and other large mammals
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photos by 
Muhammad 

Waseem

MUHAMMAD WASEEM
    Muhammad and his team at WWF-Pakistan received a 
grant from IBA in 2016 and in that year, made considerable 
headway:

•  Baseline information was collected about black bear 
 presence and habitat use in the Siran and Kaghan 
 valleys of  Mansehra District of Khyber 
 Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan

•  Pakistan has its first Asiatic Black bear camera 
 trap photos.

•  They’ve compiled comprehensive information about 
 human-bear conflict there

 •  Safety measures pertaining to and the ecological 
 importance of bears was shared for the first time in 
 local communities

•  They built local capacity through training local 
 wildlife staff in data collection techniques 
    Even so, conflict simmers. Since this project was initiated, 
2 black bears killings were confirmed by villagers, three 
human beings were attacked and injured, 14 goats were 
killed and more than 40 farmers lost their maize crop in 
their study area. On average 1,700 Kg of maize was lost 
per farmer in Sirran and Kaghan valleys. Muhammad and 
his team now have the information to create a human-
bear conflict management plan. One part of this plan will 
be to educate locals about the value of natural ecosystem 
and the role of bears within it, and also how to avoid bear 
attacks and reduce crop and livestock losses.

How important is the IBA grant 
to the overall success of 

your project? 

“I am highly grateful to IBA for 
supporting present study that will 

provide a basis for bear 
conservation and research 

in Pakistan.” 
Muhammad Waseem
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THOMAS SHARP KARINE PIGEON

    Thomas Sharp and his team 
are working in NE India where 
there are potentially three 
species of bear, sloth bears, 
Asiatic black bears and sun 
bears, co-existing in one area. If 
so, this would be the only place 

in the world where three bear species overlap. They’re 
assessing occupancy in 3 states that are believed to 
still have all three species: Meghalaya, Nagaland and 
Assam. They began by holding workshops with forest 
officers, educating them about how to differentiate 
the three species, building trust and also gleaning 
from these officers information about the fine scale 
distribution of bears, perceived threats, conflicts and 
local attitudes. The next step is to begin the surveys. 
Let’s hope that there are still areas where all three 
co-exist! If so, the case can be made for extra 
protection of the bears’ natural habitat.

    Worldwide, populations of 
sloth bears and Asiatic black 
bears are declining, and both 
species are listed as vulnerable 
by the IUCN. Population 
declines are thought to be the 
result of rapid habitat loss and 

degradation, and widespread poaching, but little is 
known about how these 2 partially sympatric species 
affect each other. In the Terai arc region, a lowland strip 
along the foothills of the Himalayas, there are sections 
where these 2 bear species overlap, and sections that 
outwardly appear similar, where they do not. Karine 
and her team want to find out why. Additionally, where 
the 2 species overlap, Asiatic black bears seem to do 
better. Their goal is to understand habitat preferences 
and complex ecological interactions between Asiatic 
black bears and sloth bears, and develop a better 
understanding of factors limiting these populations. 
Which will it be – competition between the two 
species, limited food resources, or human densities?How important is the IBA grant to the 

overall success of your project? 
How important is the IBA grant to the 

overall success of your project? “We would not have been able to do the work 
without this grant. I’m employed by Wildlife SOS, 

but all our research needs outside funding.” 
Thomas Sharp

“I wouldn’t be able to do the project without it.” 
Karine Pigeon

photo by Thomas Sharp photo by Karine Pigeon

Why aren’t there Asiatic black 
bears in the Terai of Nepal? 
Implications for sloth bear 
conservation

First Steps in Preventing the 
Disappearance of Sloth Bears 
and Sun Bears from 
Northeast India
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DUSIT NGOPRASERT EVA FILIPCZYKOVA
    Mammals in Southeast 
Asia suffer the highest rate of 
endangerment in the world, 
due to rapid deforestation and 
intensive commercial poaching 
for the wildlife trade, Specifically 
for bears, trade in bear parts 
leads to widespread poaching. 
Estimating the population 
demographics -density, survival 
rates, and reproductive rates- is 

difficult but crucial to knowing the conservation status of 
an animal. To date, we have no data on the reproductive 
and survival rates for the tropical bears of Dusit’s 
research, sun bears and Asiatic black bears. His study will 
provide this groundbreaking demographic information 
on these bears where they live sympatrically (together) 
in two National Parks in Thailand and further, determine 
the influence protective measures such as anti-poaching 
patrols, have on these parameters.

 

   What are Andean bears up to 
when they climb a tree to scent 
mark 10 feet up on the trunk? All 
evidence points to a type of inter-

bear communication where they are trying to look bigger 
(and taller) by the height of their mark, that is, pretending 
to be what they are not. 
    Eva and her team, funded also last year by an IBA 
grant, want to advance our understanding of Andean 
bear for its long-term success.  They are using a 3 part 
approach and will I) unravel the functional significance 
of marking behavior in Andean bears, II) estimate local 
population densities, III) identify key habitat features for 
marking behavior, habitat selection, and human-bear 
conflict. In addition, they’ve established a biological 
sample database (e.g., hair, fecal sample) for concurrent 
as well as future research projects (e.g., landscape 
genetics, stable isotope analyses, etc.). Improving and 
disseminating knowledge about the general ecology 
of a species is crucial for its efficient conservation and 
management and they aim to do exactly that.

How important is the IBA grant to the 
overall success of your project? 

“The IBA grant helped supported a lot because 
nowadays the grant competition is high among 
endangered species. IBA grant was covered field 
supplies and local staffs, which is significantly 
contributed to my research because the 
camera-traps study uses relatively high cost for 
supplies and porters.” Dusit Ngoprasert

photo by Dusit Ngoprasert photo by Eva Filipczykova

Marking behavior, population 
density estimates, and 
terrain use of Andean 
bears Tremarctos ornatus – 
generating knowledge for 
conservation of a threatened 
umbrella species
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SALVIAMO L’ORSO photos by Salviamo L’Orso

How important is the IBA grant to the overall success of your project? 

   

     Salviamo L’Orso was created in support of the relict brown bear population in the Central Apennines (In Italy east of 
Rome) and received grants from the IBA in 2015 and 2016 for its work preventing conflicts between humans and these bears. 
To achieve its final goals in 2017, Salviamo L’Orso will take the following actions:

1.     strengthen the dissemination of best practices in the study area, by reprinting and distributing 1,000 copies of the best 
        practice manuals;

2.     continue monitoring of all fences and other protection measures, including those in neighboring Sulmona, where some 
        damage induced by bears occurred in 2015-2016 and where fences were placed to mitigate these damages in 2016;

3.     train the farmers to keep fences in good working order;

4.     continue the caretaking of abandoned orchards as important food sources for bears away from the villages;

5.     continue the systematic surveys of bear signs of presence in collaboration with the local Nature Reserve Monte 
        Genzana Alto Gizio (NRMGAG);

6.     continue road-kill mitigation measures, i.e. maintaining underpasses and other wildlife crossing in natural conditions 
        and continue their monitoring through camera traps;

7.     publish the spatial analyses of bear habitat use in collaboration with NRMGAG;

8.     publish the analyses of changes in human perception of bears and adoption of best practices in the study area 
        throughout the duration of the project. The latter two actions are finalized at producing quantitative analyses on 
        trends in ecological and socio-economic conditions for bear persistence locally with the aim to produce two scientific 
        papers and reports for IBA.

9.     Finally, having identified a group of willing locals, we plan to hand-over the coordination of the Genzana Bear-
      Smart Community to this group of local villagers.

Last year Salviamo L’Orso volunteers also secured brick stables by putting in place three bear-proof metal doors, 
committed themselves to forest-fire watch, and recovered one more underpass for wildlife use. 

The thought comes to me “rarely have so few done so much with so little.” 

Salviamo L’Orso is very grateful to the IBA, because nothing would be possible without their support.

Ever wonder what a European bear conservation association might do with $1,500?
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EJAZ UR REHMAN

    Although brown bears in Pakistan are critically endangered, 
information on their distribution and status is patchy. Seven 
populations of brown bears may exist in Himalaya, Karakoram and 
Hindu Kush ranges but sizes of these populations do not exceed 20 
individuals each, except for Deosai National Park, where 43 bears 
were counted in 2006. Threats to brown bear populations include 
habitat loss and fragmentation; bear baiting, commercial poaching 
for the sale of bear parts and capturing of bear cubs for sale to 
gypsies; and competition with livestock over rare alpine pastures. 
    The Braldu Valley study area, the gateway to K2 in the Karakoram 
Range, is characterized by narrow valleys and steep slopes. Extreme 
weather and difficult terrain prohibited scientific expeditions to 
date. Ejaz and his team ambitiously plan to explore this landlocked 
pristine habitat, providing the first set of scientific data on the 
status of brown bears there and their interaction with the local 
people. The population of bears and attendant threats will be 
assessed using human surveys and camera trap data. A brown bear 
conservation strategy will be crafted with engagement of the Staff 
of Wildlife department and local communities.

photo by 
Ejaz ur Rehman

(focusing the camera trap’s coverage 
by walk test)

How important is the IBA grant to the overall success of your project? 

“The financial funding by IBA was extremely helpful for me and it enabled me to carry 
out this whole study. This grant played a huge role in involving other organization 
which helped me by providing Cameras and logistic support in field. Furthermore, the 
grant of IBA covered most portions of the survey carried out during this study. It was 
this grant which entitled and persuaded other donor organizations to support me in 
conducting this tough and extensive survey.” Ejaz ur Rehman

Investigating population of brown bear in the K2 Valley, 
Karakoram Range
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PRAKASH MARDARAJ VANESSA SPRINGER
    “They smash into pens where 
goats are kept and break the 
clay walls of chicken coops to 
kill the poultry. They kill goats 
grazing near the forest.  There 
have been 150 people mauled 
and 3 have died.” So goes 
the complaint of residents 
of the Nilgiri Range in India. 
Sloth bears have inhabited this 

area for a long time, but such predatory behavior on 
domestic animals is new and the number of human 
injuries and deaths are increasing. This sudden 
increase in predatory behavior appears to parallel the 
degradation and fragmentation of sloth bear habitat, 
and a shortage of natural food for bears. Negative 
attitudes towards the conservation of this magnificent 
bear cloud its future. Prakash and his team aim to 
look at sloth bear food habits; identify the drivers 
of livestock predation by sloth bears; and take 
appropriate measures to reduce human-bear conflict.

    Are Andean bears an 
umbrella species? That is, 
does their presence signify 
the presence of so many other 
wild species? If they are an 
umbrella species, focus on the 

conservation of this bear would bring with it broad 
conservation benefit. Are bears the dominant predator 
where bears and cougars co-occur? Vanessa has set 
out to answer these complex questions in the Chocó-
Andean Corridor, Ecuador, using camera trap data from 
29 traps that have so far yielded 25,000 pictures of 24 
species. That’s a huge amount of photographic data 
and a huge amount of work!

How important is the IBA grant to the overall success of your project? 

“On the behalf of the Project team and the sloth bears of Nilgiri Range I 
Heartily thanks, IBA grant committee and the donors for accepting and funding 

this study. This study is unique and crucial, as the bear habit is shifting so as 
the habitat is on a verge of ruin. The whole project funding was support by 

IBA grant. IBA is a mega platform for the bear researchers so this will definitely 
flourish our career so as with be a milestone in obtaining future grants.” 

Prakash Mardaraj

photo by Prakash Mardaraj photos by Vanessa Springer

Andean Bears as an 
Umbrella Species for 
Landscape Conservation 
in the Chocó-Andean 
Corridor, Ecuador



14

photos by 
Shyamala Ratnayeke

SHYAMALA RATNAYEKE

    Contemporary wild Malayan sun bear populations are 
fragmented and at high risk of extinction from habitat 
loss and poaching. This study will assess sun bear 
distribution and population genetic structure in Malaysia 
to identify those landscape characteristics most likely 
to support sun bears and maintain connectivity among 
populations. Shyamala and her team are laying the 
groundwork for studies that will give natural resource 
agencies knowledge of sun bear population genetic 
structure, habitats, and dispersal corridors crucial 
for developing  effective conservation policies for 
the sun bear.

How important is the IBA grant to the overall 
success of your project? 

“My graduate students are wonderful young people, 
committed to their work and to sun bear conservation. About 
20% of the funds needed for Thye Lim’s and Sherene’s work 
has come from the IBA. The IBA funds became much more 
important for them this year when other sources of funds 
started running out. Thank you, donors.”
Shyamala Ratnayeke

Landscape characteristics and population 
genetic structure of Malayan sun bears 
(Helarctos malayanus) in Malaysia
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VINCENZO PENTERIANIGABRIELLA FREDRIKSSON
    The Cantabrian population 
of brown bears (ca. 170-230 
individuals) is among the 
smallest, most isolated and 
endangered brown bear 
populations in Europe. In the last 
decade, this bear population has 
been increasing and commercial 
bear viewing in the area is 
becoming popular. There is no 
information on how bear viewing 

may affect such an extremely vulnerable population. Also 
little is known about the behavior of this population of 
brown bears in relation to other forms of human activity. 

    Vincenzo will research bear behavior where bears are 
in close coexistence with people using video-recordings. 
His research findings will be invaluable for Cantabrian 
brown bear conservation going forwards, especially since 
local authorities will use this information to manage bear 
ecotourism in NW Spain.

How important is the IBA grant to the overall 
success of your project? 

How important is the IBA grant to the overall 
success of your project? 

“The IBA grant allowed our team 
(http://www.cantabrianbrownbear.org/home/) to record 
dozens of different individuals belonging to different 
‘classes’ of bears (e.g., females with cubs, adults during 
mating, juveniles and adults during hyperphagia) during 
dozens of hours. Such a large sample will undoubtedly offer 
interesting information on bear behaviors in human-modified 
landscapes.” Vincenzo Penteriani

photo by Vincenzo Penteriani

photo by Gabriella Fredriksson (positioning a camera trap)

Sun Bear conservation: 
population monitoring and community 
anti-poaching patrols in East Kalimantan, 
Indonesian Borneo

“This IBA grant has enabled us to continue monitoring 
the sun bear population in one of the few longer term 
study sites, building up our database of population 
recovery post large-scale forest fires in a lowland 
reserve in East Kalimantan, Indonesian Borneo. We 
have been able to facilitate a local Dayak student to 

further his fieldwork for his Masters degree, and 
the collaboration with our community patrol 

teams has much enhanced the ongoing sun 
bear conservation efforts”.

http://www.cantabrianbrownbear.org/home/
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ODBAYAR TUMENDEMBEREL

    The uniquely adapted desert-dwelling Gobi bear is found only 
in an isolated portion of southwestern Mongolia. The population is 
estimated at 27-40 individuals, of which only 25-30% were females. 
The population has an exceptionally low genetic diversity and is at 
risk for inbreeding depression with subsequent extinction. 
    Odbayar’s PhD research includes non-invasive sampling of hair 
and fecal samples, and tissue samples from illegally killed bears 
for genetic analysis, such as microsatellite genotyping to identify 
individuals and sex, DNA metabarcoding of prey items in scat to 
reveal the diet, and next generation sequencing to understand the 
taxonomy of the Gobi bear. This information is necessary to gain 
insight into the diet, which is difficult with traditional methods in 
a desert environment. At the end of her study, Odbayar hopes to 
understand the skew in the sex ratio as well as the taxonomic status 
of the Gobi bear, in case augmentation is necessary in the future.

photos by 
Odbayar 

Tumendemberel

(top: snagging bear hair 
for genetic analysis)

How important is the IBA grant to the overall success 
of your project? 

“With the funding from the IBA, I will be able to hire local rangers that 
will help me carry out additional sample collection in the GGSPAA, 
also in northern and western Mongolia, thus increasing my sample size 
so that we may answer questions crucial for the conservation of the 
Gobi bear.” Odbayar Tumendemberel

Understanding and conserving the Gobi bear (Ursus 
arctos): non-invasive genetic sampling sheds light on 
the ecology, population size, diet, and taxonomic status 
of the world’s rarest bear
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Donations received between February 14th, 2016 and February 15, 2017, provided $120,915 for 2017
grants. Once again, IBA was able to allocate 100% of BCF donations to grants, taking no overhead.
Private donations from individuals continue to comprise an increasing proportion of annual revenues
relative to the John Bevins Memorial Foundation, IBA’s initial funding source, and the Homer Bear
Conservation Fund, IBA’s internal endowment. Private donations ranged in size from $10 - $25,136.
We appreciate donations of any size. Every dollar helps bear conservation.

Research & Conservation Grants (R&CG) received 90% of all program funds at $100,429, 
including a $15,000 one-time special tropical bear award. IBA was able to augment the 
R&CG program in 2017 with $9,500 returned to IBA from an unused grant awarded in 2015. 
Experience and Exchange Grants received 6% at $5,962 and The BSG Action Fund received 
2%, at $2,981. Conference travel grants at $11,542 came primarily from the sale of statue 
sponsorships for the “Bears on Parade” in Anchorage, AK, through the Anchorage Downtown 
Partnership and the Anchorage Bear Committee. Thank you donors! 

INCOME REPORT CARD
AND ALLOCATIONS
Information & Charts

No. Grants by Species 2016-17Amount of Grants by Species 2016-17

photo by 
Julia Bevins
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INCOME REPORT CARD
AND ALLOCATIONS
Bar Charts

No. of Research & Conservation Grants by Year
∑∑= 183

Amount of Research & Conservation Grants by Year
∑∑= $1,059,389 (in U.S.D.)
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photos by
Liya Pokrovskaya

DONATE BY FEBRUARY 15 TO BENEFIT 2018 GRANTS (AWARDED IN MARCH 2017)

DONATE ONLINE! www.bearbiology.com 
OR CONTACT US! Julia Bevins, BCF Chair: BCF@bearbiology.com

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
FOR BEAR RESEARCH AND 
MANAGEMENT (IBA)
Officers
Dr. Andreas Zedrosser (Norway)
President
Dr. Marty Obbard (Canada)
Vice President, Americas
Dr. Alex Kopatz (Norway)
Vice President, Eurasia
Jennapher Teunissen Van Manen (USA)
Secretary
Karen Noyce
Past-President
Dr. Jennifer Fortin-Noreus
Treasurer

Councilors 
Dr. Alexander Kopatz (Norway) 
Santiago Molina (Ecuador)
Dr. Yoshikazu Sato (Japan)
Dr. Shyamala Ratnayeke (Malaysia)
Dr. Klemen Jerina (Slovenia)
Dr. Emre Can (Turkey) 
Dr. Nishith Dharaiya (India) 
Dr. Gordon Stenhouse (Canada)
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THANK YOU DONORS!


